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The storm of the decade

Massive damages bill as
chaos descends on city

By Tamara Glumac

Canberra has begun a multi-million-
dollar clean-up after a freak super
storm - one of the worst in the ACT’s
history — swept across the city late on
Tuesday night dumping tonnes of
hail and torrential rain.

A huge damages bill and disrup-
tion to the city centre were among
the fallout of the storm which forced
the closure yesterday of schools,
government departments, the Aust-
ralian National University and the
city’s biggest shopping precinct.

On the last day of summer, central
Canberra was blanketed in ice after
the severe supercell storm — the type
responsible for twisters in the United
States’ Tornado Alley — lashed Civic
and northern suburbs.

Hailstones the size of golf balls
blocked drains, causing extensive
flooding which collapsed ceilings of
buildings and left their interiors
water-logged.

Canberra Centre, Griffin Centre,
Civic Library and the National Sound
and Film Archive were all closed
yesterday, and school was out for
Campbell High School and Canberra
Grammar students.

Also closed was the ANU where 70
buildings were damaged and classes
have been cancelled until Monday.

Years of climate change research
was feared lost, with glasshouses
housing experiments at the univer-
sity’s plant culture facility shattered
by the storm.

Damage was reported at the
CSIRO, ACT Magistrates Court, City
Police Station and Winchester Police
Centre, as well as government offices
including the Department of
Employment and Workplace
Relations and the National Health
and Medical Research Council.

Residents in Braddon, Turner,
Reid, Campbell, Cook and Aranda
also awoke to damage, with houses
flooded and gardens washed away.

The storm struck rapidly, with
emergency services fielding calls for
help less than half an hour after the
Bureau of Meteorology issued a
severe storm warning at 9pm on
Tuesday.

A bureau spokesman described
yesterday the storm as an ‘“‘ultra-
efficient, thermo-dynamic machine”
which was rare, with Canberra not
experiencing one in at least a decade.

By late yesterday, ACT emergency
services had responded to 175 calls,
most of which related to flooding and
hail damage.

About 40 SES volunteers and 50
firefighters worked around the clock
to deal with the damage.

SES crews in NSW were also on
standby, with fears of damage from
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THUNDERSTRUCK: How nature's
fury unfolded
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severe weather.
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the deluge.
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more thunderstorms forecast later in
the day and ACT’s Emergency
Services Agency issued a yellow, or
low-level warning.

ESA acting Commissioner David
Prince said it had been a difficult
storm season.

‘The problem is they are all spor-
adic and erratic — we’re not quite sure
where they're going to hit and with
what severity,” he said.

“Its too early to tell how this storm
compares with previous storms in
terms of damage and disruption.”

But it had certainly been a bizarre
end to summer.

“Its absolutely amazing that
people were freezing to death in Civic
this morning and certainly the havoc
that the road and the car park
closures have given us, certainly
wasn’t what you would think of on
the last day of summer,’ acting
Commissioner Prince said.

Cars were stuck in hail which
covered roads and driveways, up to a
metre deep in some areas yesterday.

Piles of hail were stacked along
Bunda Street which was closed as
bulldozers worked to clear the ice.

Continued Page 2

WHITEWASH: A taxi driver attempts to dig his vehicle clear of a thick drift of hailstones late on Tuesday night in Bunda Street after the supercell thunderstorm pounded Civic and northern suburbs. Picture: PHIL HOWIESON

Supercell strikes like lightning

By Cathy Alexander

The thunderstorm that struck Can-
berra on Tuesday night was a rare
and highly destructive type of storm,
the Bureau of Meteorology says.

“It was probably one of the most
intensive storms we’'ve seen,” Kenn
Batts, from the Canberra Meteoro-
logical Office, said.

Canberra has become Australia’s
storm capital this season, with seven
severe storms in two months. The
bureau says there are probably more
to come in autumn.

On Tuesday Canberra was hit with

a rare rotating storm called a
supercell thunderstorm — so rare that
Canberra has not experienced one
for atleast a decade. Supercell storms
are dangerous and powerful, and can
cause tornadoes, winds of 200km/h,
torrential rain and huge hailstones.

Manager of weather services for
the bureau’s NSW/ACT branch Rob
Webb said Tuesday’s storm was
caused by moist, warm air from the
east, which had been sitting over the
ACT for the past three weeks.

This humid air had caused the
regular thunderstorms of recent
weeks.

On Tuesday the wind changed and
cooler air arrived, which pushed the
humid air rapidly up into an unstable
atmosphere, causing the storm. The
storm began to rotate about 9pm,
turning it into a supercell thunder-
storm.

Hailstones were created in the
minus 30 degree temperatures as the
storm grew to a height of 8km. When
the hailstones fell to the ground in
Canberra, they were up to 5cm in
diameter.

Continued Page 3

BOMBARDMENT: Lightning near Parliament House. Picture: GRAHAM TIDY
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CANBERRA: Chance
shower, 28

Chance of rain: 30 per
cent

Winds: NW, 15-20km/h
UV index: 11 (Extreme)
Outlook: Fine, mostly
sunny

Yesterday: 12-25

Last year: 11-30

SYDNEY: showers, 26
MELBOURNE: Few
showers clearing, 25
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Charged debate

Jon Stanhope has survived the second
motion of no confidence against him as Chief
Minister, after a charged, five-hour debate in
the Legislative Assembly.

Liberal leader Bill Stefaniak moved the
motion yesterday, based on ACT Coroner
Maria Doogan’s scathing criticisms of the
Chief Minister's actions in the lead-up to
Canberra’s deadly 2003 firestorm.

The motion - the seventh in Assembly history
against the head of a government - would
have forced Mr Stanhope to resign if it had
been passed.

Full report - Page 5, Editorial - Page 18

Stockmarket slide

Treasurer Peter Costello has warned of more
stockmarket volatility after the Australian
market suffered its biggest one-day fall in five
years.

The Australian market slid more than 200
points yesterday, a fall of 2.69 per cent after a
slide on Wall Street of more than 400 points,
or 3.29 per cent.

The collapse was triggered by a slide on the
Shanghai exchange on Tuesday of almost 9 per
cent, triggered by rumours of new taxes on
Chinese capital gains.

Full report - Page 7, Business - Page 20,
Pryor's view - Page 18

Rebel stand-off

Hundreds of East Timorese villagers fled into
the mountains yesterday as Australian troops
surrounded the southern hideout of the
nation's most wanted man Alfredo Reinado.

The fugitive rebel leader said he did not want
to clash with Australian soldiers, but vowed
to "“fight back to the last blood of myself”.

No shots had been fired by late yesterday

and the stand-off continued, with Australian
troops maintaining a tight net around the site.
T know that at the moment they are about

800 metres from me, where I'm staying,”
Reinado told Radio Australia.

Full report - World, Page 15
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Canberra’s 1St Subaru dealer
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Forester X

Leather seats,
sunroof, rear
privacy glass,
rear roof spoiler

b For only $'| 000 exira

Impreza 2.01
Sedan & Hatch
Leather seats,

sunroof, alloy
wheels, sports
seats.

2] For only $1500 extra
Outback 2.51

Leather seats,
rear privacy
glass, 8-way
power front
seats

b For only $1 000 exira

*while stocks last
2 Kembla St

Fyshwick
6221 5300




